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W15-1432.  Michigan, Holland.  Trinity Reformed Church. 




 Trinity Reformed Church was formed in 1911 as the 
Fifth Reformed Church in Holland. The ministers who have 
served there include John Van Peursem, 1912-1918; 
Clarence P. Dame, 1918-1930; Henry D. Ter Keurst, 1930-
1950; John M. Hains, 1951-1957; Harland H. Steele, 1957-1962; associate pastor, Kenneth W. 
Van Wyk, 1958-1963; pastor, Gordon L. Van Oostenburg, 1962-1978; director of Christian 
education, Wilbur D. Daniels, 1963-1969; associate pastor, Craig W. Seith, 1970-1974; Wilbur 
D. Daniels 1972-1977; minister of education, Arlin W. Vande Zande, 1976-1979; associate 
pastor, Theodore F. Zandstra, 1978-1984; pastor, Merwin D. Van Doornik, 1979-1989; associate 
pastor, Mical Pugh, 1985-1992; pastor, Terry Nyhuis, 1991-1999; associate pastor, Stanley 
Vugteveen, 1992-2000; pastor, Mark Mast, 2000-2007; pastor, Christopher DeGraaf 2009-
present.  The collection includes anniversary booklets, the building proposal and dedication 
records from 1983, weekly bulletins from 1924-2014, membership directories from 1924-2014, 
minister records of numerous ministers, an incomplete set of newsletters, newspaper clippings 
from 1912-2005, and various miscellaneous materials and records from church events over the 
years. 
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In the spring of 1911, Holland residents met and decided to establish the Fifth Reformed 
Church in Holland in the southern part of the city.  The official congregation of the Reformed 
Church in America was established on May 11, 1911.  The congregation later decided to use the 
name Trinity for its church.  The first location of the Trinity Reformed Church was at the corner 
of 20th Street and Central Avenue, and the cornerstone was laid on Thanksgiving Day of 1911. 
The building was dedicated on September 18, 1912, and the first pastor of the church was 
Reverend John Van Peursem, who was installed on April 21, 1912. 
In 1959, the Men’s Brotherhood of Trinity decided to clean up a Boy Scout cabin on 
church-owned property and made it a chapel that housed worship services for vacationers to 
Holland State Park and Lake Macatawa during the summer.  Trinity decided to remodel the cabin 
and also build a new chapel there, and completed both projects before the summer worship 
program started again in the summer of 1960.  It became known as the Chippewa Chapel and 
summer services continued there for 47 years until the church decided to sell the property in 
2007. 
 In 1983, Trinity built a new building for its church at 712 Apple Avenue and the 
cornerstone was laid on Thanksgiving Day of 1983.  The same cornerstone from the old building 





was used in the new building.  The new building was dedicated on September 30, 1984, and is 
the current building used by the church. 
 In 1992, the Holland Classis decided that Bethel Reformed Church, which began in 1924, 
could not support its own ministry anymore.  Therefore, Trinity helped Bethel end its ministry 
and also took on many responsibilities for Bethel, including caring for some of its members who 
were in care facilities or homebound and keeping its church records safe.  Many members of 
Bethel joined the Trinity congregation. 
 Trinity Reformed Church has had a focus on connecting with its community and 
supporting mission work outside of its community.  It has had ten senior pastors over the years, 
and the current senior pastor is Reverend Christopher DeGraaf. 
  
Scope and Content 
 
 The scope of this collection starts in 1924 and concludes with 2014.  While the collection 
does not include important documents like the membership, consistory, and financial records, it 
does include many other valuable research materials.  Those materials includes anniversary 
booklets, an annual report from 1992, the building proposal and dedication records from 1983-
1984, a sporadic sampling of weekly bulletins dating from 1924-2000, materials about the 
Celebration Dinner of 1996, correspondence from 1983, a 1946 financial statement, and 
membership directories dating from 1924-2014.  Ministers included in the records are Don 
Battjes, Clarence P. Dame, Mark Mast, Terry Nyhuis, Merwin D. Van Doornik, Stan Vugetveen, 
and Theodore Zandstra.  The collection also includes an incomplete set of the congregation’s 
newsletters, Fellowship News and Connections.  The collection includes only one photograph of 
an undated church service.  Miscellaneous materials include information about a 1972 
missionary conference, a piece of sheet music titled Hymn of Thanksgiving, newspapers 
clippings ranging from 1912 to 2005, and the 1941 organ dedication.  The collection is organized 







  25th, 1936 
  50th, 1961 
  75th, 1986 
  100th, 2011 
 Annual Report, 1992 
 Building Proposal and Dedication, 1983-1984 
 Bulletins, 1924-2000 (incomplete) 
 Celebration Dinner, 1996 
 Correspondence, 1983 
 Financial Statement, 1946 
Membership Directories, n.d., 1924, 1925, 1930, 1952, 1966, 1971-1972, 1975, 1977,  
 1982, 1985 (8 folders) 
 





Box 2  
 
 Membership Directories (cont.), 1986, 1990, 1993, 1996, 1997, 1998, 2011, 2014  
  (8 folders) 
 Ministers 
  Battjes, Don, 2005 
  Dame, Clarence P., n.d. 
  Mast, Mark, 2001-2008 
  Nyhuis, Terry, 1991 
  Van Doornik, Merwin D., 1979 
  Vugetveen, Stan, 1992-2000 
  Zandstra, Theodore, 1984 
 Newsletters 
  Fellowship News, 1971-1993 (incomplete) 
  Connections, 2000 (incomplete) 
 Photograph, Church Service, n.d. (1 image) 
Missionary Conference, 1972 
Music, Hymn of Thanksgiving, n.d. 
Newspapers Clippings, 1912-2005 
Organ Dedication, 1941 
